
  

President’s Message by Betsy Ashton 

 

1

Summer is here. I hope you are 

planning some down time with family, 

maybe a vacation to an exotic spot (or 

even in your own back yard), maybe a 

break from writing. I hope you don’t 

take a vacation from reading, though. 

Summer is a perfect time to escape 

into books and genres you might not 

read all the time. Dip in a toe into a 

romance, historical fiction, dystopian, 

science fiction, mystery and suspense, 

fantasy. Try something new. You’ll be 

surprised how you look at your own 

work differently. 

Symposium, set for August 6 at 

Piedmont VA Community College, 

will offer a host of exciting panels on 

everything from finding the “write” 

word to figuring out what to do when 

you’ve finished your manuscript. Six 

fantastic workshops in the afternoon 
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will range from finding a publisher to 

selecting the best way to get published 

to selling a bazillion books to writing 

creative non-fiction and suspense. A 

bit of something for everyone. You’ll 

find the agenda on the website, along 

with how to register. We will have an 

exciting announcement about the 100th 

anniversary that involves all members.  

Speaking of the anniversary, I’ll be 

reaching out to all of you for ideas on 

what we should do to promote our 

monumental achievement. Planning 

continues into 2017, culminating it a 

state-wide celebration in 2018. 

Please don’t forget that the Golden 

Nib and Summer Shorts contests are 

open. Check the website for due dates 

and formats. I hope to see all of you 

entering at your chapter level. 

Lastly, many chapter treasurers and 

individual members have asked about 

having closer financial management 

ties with the state-wide organization. I 

received multiple requests on two 

specific issues. The first is if individual 

chapters can file their federal taxes 

under our 501(c)(3) number. The 
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correct answer is no. The IRS is 

beginning to enforce its ruling 

prohibiting chapters from using the 

parent organization’s filing. To that 

end, VWC is willing to manage 

chapter finances. This centralizes filing 

tax returns, improves transparency in 

chapter cash flow, and avoids 

questions of how funds are acquired 

and dispersed. Two chapters have 

already moved its money to the main 

account, Blue Ridge and Valley. Each 

chapter’s finances are tracked 

individually by the treasurer, and 

reported to the Board of Governors 

quarterly.  

The second question I hear frequently 

is can an individual member pay 

chapter dues when they pay VWC 

dues. If your chapter has its finances 

managed by VWC, we can set up an 

easy way to do that. If your chapter 

does not have its finances currently 

managed by VWC, the answer is no. 

That’s all for now, folks. Have a great 

summer.  

Write on, right now, 

Betsy 

The official newsletter of The Virginia Writers Club, Inc 
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Founded in 1918, the Virginia Writers Club, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization of writers and poets, screenwriters and playwrights, journalists 
and essayists, and other publishing professionals whose purpose is to support and stimulate the art, craft and business of writing, as well as 

advocating the literary arts in the broader Virginia community. 
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Virginia Writers Club Chapters 
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Appalachian Authors Guild  

      Victoria Fletcher, vfletcher56@gmail.com   
Blue Ridge  

Linda M. Layne, vwcmail@aol.com 
Chesapeake Bay Writers  

Carol Bova, cjbova@mindspring.com 
Hampton Roads  

Dennis Bounds, jdb@jdennisbounds.com 
Hanover Writers  

JoAnn Meaker, jomeaker@yahoo.com 
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Northern Virginia  

Linda Ensign, Linda_Ensign@yahoo.com  
Richmond  

Linda M. Layne, vwcmail@aol.com 
Riverside  

Jim Gaines, jimgaines3@earthlink.net 
Valley  

Susan Elliott, larry.susan.elliott@gmail.com 
Write By the Rails  

Stacia Kelly, staciakelly@gmail.com 
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2016 Virginia Writers Club Symposium 

Keynote Speaker:  Diane Fanning 
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Diane Fanning, an Edgar-

nominated writer, is the bestselling 

author of fourteen true crime books 

and eleven crime novels.  She has 

appeared on the Today Show, 48 

Hours, 20/20, Forensic Files, 

Snapped, the Biography Channel, 
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Investigation Discovery, E!, and 

the BBC as well as numerous cable 

network news shows and radio 

stations across the States and 

Canada.  Raised in Baltimore, she 

moved to Virginia, then Texas, 

and she now lives in the shadow of 

the Blue Ridge Mountains in 

Bedford, Virginia. 

In addition to being our Keynote 

Speaker, we’re excited to 

announce that Diane will also 

present the Sell It Before You Write It 

(Writing the Nonfiction Book 

Proposal) workshop. 

www.dianefanning.com 
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News & Events 

• August 6 - 2016 Symposium, 

Navigating Your Write Life – 

Make This Your Year 

• September 1 – State Level 

Golden Nib Writing Contest 

deadline* 

• September 10 - Board of 

Governors meeting  

• November 5 - 2016 Annual 

Meeting and Awards Banquet    

 

For more details, please check the 

VWC website.  

* Please check with your chapter 

for its’ deadline. 

 

Don’t see your chapter represented 

in the E-Nunciator? 

Volunteer to be your chapter’s Newsletter 

Correspondent and give your chapter a 

voice. 

NAVIGATING YOUR WRITING LIF E -  MA KE THIS YOUR YEAR 
 

8:00 a.m.   Registration (Lobby)/Coffee Hour (Commons) 
8:30 a.m.   Opening Remarks (Main Auditorium) 
 

Morning Panels 
9:00-10:00 Session One (Choose One) 
 
The Word’s the Thing (Room 234) 
 
It’s a Mystery to Me: Reading Like a Writer (Main Auditorium) 
 
Love is in the Air – Writing Romance (Black Box Theater) 
 
10:15-11:15 Session Two (Choose One) 
 
Getting Your Book Done (Room 234) 
 
Author/Editor Relationships (Black Box Theater) 
 
My Book’s Done, Now What? Getting Your Book Sold (Main Auditorium) 
 
11:30-12:00   KEYNOTE ADDRESS (Main Auditorium) 
 
12:15 p.m.-1:00 p.m.  LUNCH (Commons) 
 
1:00 p.m.-2:00   Grand Opening (Main Auditorium)  
 
2:00-2:30    Presenters Book Fair and Signings (Commons) 
 
2:45-4:30    Afternoon Workshops (Choose One) 
 
1. Ready to Publish? Let’s Run the Numbers (Room 234) 
 
2. Being a Storyteller – Conflict and Suspense (Room 334) 
 
3. What’s Creative about Nonfiction? (Room 118) 
 
4. Sell It Before You Write It (Writing the Nonfiction Book Proposal) (Black Box 
Theater) 
 
5. Rising Above the Noise (How to Sell 40,000 Books on Amazon) (Room 106) 
 
6. A Guide to Getting Published (Main Auditorium) 

For more details and to register, visit our website - http://www.virginiawritersclub.org/  

2016 Virginia Writers Club  
Symposium Schedule 
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E-Nunciator  
Editor:  Linda Ensign 
Deadline for next Edition:  September 10, 2016 
Submissions accepted only from VWC website form.  

2

 
The editor reserves the right to edit articles for clarity and 
space.  All rights revert to the authors.   
Copyright © 2015-2016 
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The Virginia Writers Club is proud 

to announce that Taylor Petty was 

selected as our scholarship winner 

for 2016. Taylor just graduated 

from Woodbridge Senior High 
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School in Woodbridge Virginia.  

Taylor loves to write and has filled 

fourteen diaries in the last three 

years. She has also filled a 

scrapbook with poetry and has 

written many more that won’t fit. 

She was an active member of the 

Center for the Fine and Performing 

Arts at Woodbridge Senior High 

School.  

Taylor was a National Scholastic 

Gold Medal winner during her 

sophomore year and a National 

Virginia Writers Club 2016 College Scholarship Winner 
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Scholastic Silver winner in her 

senior year.  

Between her junior and senior 

year, Taylor participated in a 

mentor program through the 

University of Pennsylvania’s Kelly 

Writers House with the Adroit 

Journal. Taylor has been accepted 

at Virginia Commonwealth 

University in Richmond where she 

will pursue a degree in teaching 

and writing. 

Congratulations Taylor!  

2016 Board of Governors 

Chapter Representatives 

APPALACHIAN AUTHORS GUILD   Linda Hoagland   

BLUE RIDGE               (open) 

CHESAPEAKE BAY WRITERS             Dave Carr  

HANOVER WRITERS               Harvey Tate 

HAMPTON ROADS               Dennis Bounds  

NORTHERN VIRGINIA              Dianne H. King 

RIVERSIDE                Dan Walker 

                                John Wills 

VALLEY                Richard Raymond 

            Mike Hill 

WRITE BY THE RAILS              June Forte 

            Dennis Fargo 

Plus the chapters’ presidents 

Executive Committee  

PRESIDENT    Betsy Ashton  

1ST VICE PRESIDENT    Phyllis "Maggie" Duncan   

2ND VICE PRESIDENT  Chuck Lumpkin  

SECRETARY   Fred Fanning  

TREASURER   Linda M. Layne  

MEMBERS AT LARGE  Jack Ferguson 

Kimberly Dalferes  

JoAnn Meaker 

Linda Ensign 

Michele O'Hearn  

George Cole Scott   
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The 2016 Golden Nib writing 

contest is officially open. The 

Golden Nib is the Virginia Writers 

Club annual writing competition in 

three categories: fiction, non-

fiction, and poetry with cash prizes 

for first, second, and third place 

finishers. Contestants must be 

members in good-standing of a 

VWC chapter as well as a member 

of the state organization. Each 

chapter submits one representative 

in each category to the state finals, 

where first, second, and third place 

winners are announced at the 

annual meeting (usually held in 

November). 

 

ABOUT THE CONTEST  

In 2005, the Virginia Writers Club, 

Inc. created a two-tier writing 

contest. Entries would be 

submitted and judged at the VWC 

Chapter-level first, and then each 

Chapter would forward its first-

place winning entries for judging at 

the (second tier) State VWC level. 

Entrants who live within the 

jurisdiction of a VWC Chapter 

must enter the first tier of the 

competition through that Chapter. 
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For those living in an area where 

no Chapter exists, they must 

submit their entries to the Chapter 

closest to them. 

 

CONTEST RULES 

Entries will be accepted on any 

subject the author or poet chooses 

in the categories of Fiction, 

Nonfiction and Poetry. 

Manuscripts must be the original, 

unpublished work of the entrant, 

and must not have won a prize at 

any level in any other competition. 

The VWC State competition will 

now allow entries published in 

your personal blogs. Writing 

published in blogs other than your 

own or on social network sites or 

in an online publication are 

ineligible and should not be 

submitted. 

Entrants may submit only one 

entry per category of fiction, non-

fiction and poetry. 

Fiction and non-fiction entries 

must be not longer than 3,500 

words. Poetry entries must be not 

longer than 50 lines. 

2016 Golden Nib Contest 
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Format: 

a. Detachable cover sheet including 

author’s name, address, telephone 

number, email address (if 

available), category (fiction, non-

fiction, poetry) and title. 

b. All other pages must show 

contest category, title and page 

number in the header. If the 

author’s name appears on any page 

of the manuscript other than the 

cover sheet, the entry will be 

disqualified.  

c. Prose (fiction and non-fiction) 

manuscripts must be printed in a 

plain, legible font, such as Times 

New Roman in 12-to 13- pitch. 

Manuscripts must be printed on 8 

½ by 11-inch white paper, double-

spaced, with one-inch margins top, 

bottom and left, and a ragged right 

margin. 

d. Poetry manuscripts must be 

printed in a plain, legible font, such 

as Times New Roman in 12- to 13-

pitch. Manuscripts must be single-

spaced and printed on 8 ½ by 11-

inch white paper with one-inch 

margins top, bottom and left. 

 



 

e-nunciator                                                                                                                                                                      Page 6 

1

Submissions shall be in both paper 

and e-mail formats. Submissions 

shall be mailed to the coordinator 

by regular mail to the address 

below. They shall also be 

submitted to the e-mail address 

below. 

Submissions not in accord with 

format and other rules will be 

disqualified. 

State winning entries in each 

category may be published in 

Portable Data File (*.pdf) format, 

on the VWC Web site. All other 

rights remain the property of the 

author. 

Manuscripts for the second-tier 

contest will not be returned. 

ATTENTION VWC 

CHAPTERS!  

Winning Chapter entries need to be 

submitted by SEPT. 1 to: 

JUNE FORTE 

12702 Valleywood Drive 

Woodbridge, VA 22192 

home1270@msn.com 
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SUBMIT ENTRIES TO YOUR 

LOCAL VWC CHAPTER BY 

THEIR SPECIFIED DEADLINE  

Each Chapter has its own 

guidelines, deadline and 

membership requirements for 

entering the Chapter-level contest. 

All Chapters must adhere to the 

state contest rules. Some Chapters 

require membership in their 

Chapter, some don’t. 

 

All entries in the second-tier State 

VWC contest must be a first-place 

Chapter-level entry and the entrant 

must be a State VWC member. If 

winner at the Chapter-level is not a 

member of the State VWC, a 

membership application and 

payment of dues must accompany 

the entry. 

Contact your local VWC Chapter 

to find out what the deadline is for 

Chapter Contest Submissions! 

NOTE: Entries sent by writers 

directly to VWC for State contest 

will not be accepted. 

Each Chapter president is 

responsible for forwarding only the 

2016 Golden Nib Contest 
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first-place entries from the Chapter 

competition (in each of the three 

categories), written by a member of 

the VWC ore a writer who 

completes and application to join 

the VWC and submits a check for 

annual dues of $30 to accompany 

the entry. 

STATE VWC AWARDS  

There are ten VWC Chapters in the 

state. Only first-place winners from 

the Chapters will be eligible for the 

state contest. That means only 30 

entries will be forwarded for the 

State competition -- ten entries total 

per category (fiction, nonfiction, 

poetry) -- by the State Deadline of 

Sept. 1.  

Winners of State VWC Contest 

will be announced and awards 

presented at the State VWC 

Annual Meeting and Awards 

Ceremony in November.  

Awards for each category:   

First Place-$100  

Second Place-$50  

Third Place-$25 
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LAKE WRITERS 

Lake Writers, a sub-chapter of the 

Valley Writers, is having a fun and 

busy summer.  Highlights include:  

• Leslie M. Szocik, author of the 

mystery Cries in the Light, had a 

book signing at 

Karen's Hallmark 

Shop at the 

Danville Mall on 

June 18th.  

• Lake Writer Betsy Ashton 

published the paperback 

edition of Uncharted Territory in 

May 2016. This is 

the second in the 

Mad Max 

Mystery Series, 

combining elements of mystery 

with women’s fiction. This 

book is now available through 

Amazon, Barnes & Noble and 

at www.Betsy-Ashton.com. 

Uncharted Territory launched on 

June 23rd at the Moneta Library 

at Smith Mountain Lake.  

• In celebration of June being 

National Bathroom Reading 

Month, Kimberly Dalferes 

released Crazy Southern Irish Gal 
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Two-Book Bundle. This 

compilation of two 

of Dalferes’ humor 

books is available 

through Amazon 

Kindle.  

• On Thursday June 9th, the 

Lake Writers hosted NYT best-

selling author Kathleen 

Grissom, who spoke about her 

new book Glory Over Everything 

at the Westlake Library in 

Moneta, VA.  
• This summer the 

Lake Writers are 

hosting “Comedy 

Cafes” at Smith 

Mountain Lake. 

The first Comedy Cafe, 

sponsored by Friends of the 

Westlake Library, was held on 

Thursday, June 16 at the 

Westlake Library. The second 

will be held on Friday, July 15, 

at 7:00 p.m. at the Bethlehem 

United Methodist Church. 

These events are free and open 

to the public, with open seating 

as available. Lake Writer Tom 

Howell serves as the Master of 

Ceremonies for these events.  

• On July 7, 2016, at the 

Chapter News 
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Moneta/SML Library in 

Moneta, VA, the Lake Writers 

will celebrate the 50th 

Anniversary of Smith 

Mountain Lake with book talk, 

discussion, and signing with 

New York Times best-selling 

true crime and mystery author, 

Diane Fanning. 

• Kimberly Dalferes 

will be the guest 

columnist for Last 

Word, a regular feature in 

Southern Writers Magazine 

(SWM). Dalferes’ Last Word 

column will be featured in the 

July/August 2016 anniversary 

issue of SWM.  

~ Kimba Dalferes 

Susan Coryell's cozy mystery/ 

Southern Gothic Nobody Knows, 

third in the Overhome Trilogy and 

set at fictional Moore Mountain 

Lake in Southern Virginia, is under 

contract with The Wild Rose Press, 

NY. Publication date TBA. 

~ Susan Coryell 
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VALLEY WRITERS 

NATIONAL VETERANS 

CREATIVE ARTS FESTIVAL:  

SALEM VAMC LOCAL CONTEST  

The National Veterans Creative 

Arts Festival is a VA Program 

designed to demonstrate the impact 

of the Arts in therapy for veterans. 

The first step in competition for the 

Festival is a local contest where 

veterans registered for treatment at 

their VA Medical Center (VAMC) 

can compete in five Divisions.  

They are: Art, Creative Writing, 

Dance, Drama, and Music.  

VAMC Salem has participated in 

this program for seven years with a 

number of medals won at the 

National level and several 

invitations to participate in the 

Festival, which changes locations 

each year.  

In 2016, our eighth year of 

participation we have been able to 

expand the program to a larger 

number of Veteran participants. 

Over 20 veterans submitted entries 

in multiple categories. Local 
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judging has been completed and 35 

entries will be submitted for 

judging at the National Level for 

possible medals and an invitation 

to the Festival, which will be held 

in October in Jackson, MS.  

The winning entries include:  

Art: (5) including Mosaic, Collage, 

Acrylic Painting, Oil Painting, and 

Military Combat Experience.  

Creative Writing: (10) including 

Poetry - Humorous, Poetry – 

Inspirational, Poetry – Patriotic, 

Poetry – Other, Essay – 

Humorous, Essay, Inspirational, 

Personal Experience – Humorous, 

Personal Experience – Patriotic, 

Personal Experience – Other, and 

Short, Short Story.  

Dance: (0) No entries this year. 

Let’s get moving guys!  

Drama: (9) including Solo 

Dramatic Prose, Group Dramatic 

Prose, Group Patriotic Prose, Solo 

Dramatic Poetry, Solo Patriotic 

Poetry, Solo Interpretive 

Performance – Dramatic, Senior 

Drama Solo, Senior Drama Group, 

Chapter News 
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and Special Recognition.  

Music: (11) including Vocal Solo 

Pop, Vocal Solo/Jazz/Rhythm & 

Blues, Vocal Solo Rock, Original 

Vocal, Senior Vocal Solo, Special 

Recognition Solo, Instrumental 

Solo Country/Folk/Bluegrass, 

Instrumental Solo Pop, 

Instrumental Solo Classical, 

Instrumental Solo Rock, and 

Instrumental World/Ethnic Solo.  

Valley Writers Members Dick 

Raymond and John M. Koelsch 

have a combined twelve (12) 

entries going forward to Nationals 

for medal consideration. John 

Holm and Bonnie Dawn Clark 

both received critique and input on 

their Creative Writing entries from 

Valley Writers. They each have 

two (2) entries going to Nationals. 

~ John M. Koelsch 

e-nunciator  

publication Schedule 

The E-Nunciator is published quarterly on 

or after the following dates: 

• March 30th 

• June 30th 

• September 30th 

• December 31st 
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VALLEY WRITERS cont. 

In May, Valley Writers celebrated 

its 35th anniversary with a cake 

inscribed, “Valley Writers, 35 

Years of Typos”. Through many 

different leaders, this chapter has 

remained focused on helping its 

members become better writers. 

Many have gone on to successful 

publications; others continue to 

improve for their own reasons.  

In the group picture, Rodney 
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Franklin, kneeling in the front on 

the left, is one of the founders.  

~ Betsy Ashton  

 

John M. Koelsch was the winner of 

the 2015 Meringoff Writing Award 

in the Essay for Chapter 19 of 

Mickey's War.  The award is 

sponsored by the ALSCW, and 

includes a prize of $2,000 and the 

possibility of publication in the 

ALSCW journal Literary 

Imagination or the ALSCW 

newsletter, Literary Matters.  

~ Robert Habermann 

 

WRITE BY THE RAILS 

On June 25, 2016 

over 25 authors 

gathered at Jirani 

Coffee House in 

Manassas, 

Chapter News 
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Virginia for the monthly Spilled 

Ink event where authors are invited 

to read their poems, and excerpts 

of novels or manuscripts. Spilled 

Ink happens every forth Friday of 

the month. 

On June 24, 2016 over a dozen 

authors gathered at BadWolf 

Brewing Co. in Manassas, Virginia 

to sign some books and have some 

brews. Authors created a raffle 

basket to raise money for St. Jude's 

Children's Hospital, and raised $60 

in about 2 hours time. Donations 

included a Gucci handbag, 4th of 

July scarf, handmade soaps and lip 

balms and books.  

Basket donations were made by 

Ellen Butler, Antonia Kilday, 

Amanda Judd, Belinda Miller, 

Kristie Gillespie, Patricia Daly-

Lipe, and Carol Covin.  

~ Ellen Butler 

Virginia Writers Club Chapters 
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Appalachian Authors Guild  
      Victoria Fletcher, vfletcher56@gmail.com   
Blue Ridge  
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Carol Bova, cjbova@mindspring.com 
Hampton Roads  
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Hanover Writers  
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Northern Virginia  
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