The Virginia Writers Club, Inc. Presents:

NAVIGATING YOUR WRITING LIFE 2013: A Symposium for Writers on
the Journey to Publication
PRESENTER BIOS
Born in Washington, DC, BETSY ASHTON was raised in Southern California where she ran wild with
coyotes in the hills above Malibu. She protested the war in Vietnam, burned her bra for feminism, and
eventually entered the military-industrial complex after her academic career. All this before she became a
published author. She now lives in Southwest Virginia. She is the author of Mad Max: Unintended
Consequences. In her spare time, she is the president of the statewide Virginia Writers Club. She also loves
riding behind her husband on his motorcycle. You'll have to decide for yourself if and where she has a
tattoo.
Born in Nebraska, HEATHER BANKS began writing poems after reading Emily Dickinson. She moved to the
Boston area at age 11 and published her first poem soon after. At Oberlin College, she majored in English and art;
she also holds masters degrees in each. She taught high school English in Massachusetts and college English in
Taiwan, in Maryland, and at Howard University. “The other half” of her career was writing/editing for nonprofits,
professional societies, The Smithsonian, National Institutes of Health, and government contractors, primarily in
education and health fields. Her poems have appeared in small magazines such as Burnt Star, Dryad, and Sun &
Moon as well two DC area anthologies. A featured regional poet at the South Central Modern Language
Association in 1999, she has read at many venues in DC, Maryland, and Pennsylvania. She published a chapbook,
Still Life Without Pomegranate, in 2008. Now retired and living in Harrisonburg, VA, she is busier than ever.
VANESSA BARGER is a middle grade and young adult author, represented by Jennifer Mishler of Literary
Counsel. She teaches high school technology education in rural Virginia and is the slave to one cat, Molly. She
spends all her free time writing. When not writing, she’s reading, and an avid movie fan. She also loves long
walks on the beach discussing Shakespeare while sipping large fruity drinks with little umbrellas. She’s a member
of the SCBWI (Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators) and the Virginia Writer's Club.

RICK BRITTON is a Charlottesville-based author and historian. Following a career as a graphic designer, Rick
began working as a writer and editor in the mid-1990s. Now an award-winning historian with over 200 articles
under his belt--the vast majority on the history of the Old Dominion--Rick is the author of Albemarle &
Charlottesville; An Illustrated History and Jefferson; A Monticello Sampler (which brought home a bronze medal
from New York City's Book Expo). He also teaches classes on the history of central Virginia, conducts tours of
Civil War battlefields, illustrates maps for history books, and is a frequent lecturer on a wide range of Virginia
history topics.

STAN GALLOWAY teaches English in the Shenandoah Valley at Bridgewater College. He was nominated Best
of the Net in 2011 and 2012. His chapbook Abraham (Sierra Delta Press, 2012) is available as is A Bird’s Life, an
e-chapbook from Books On Blog. His full collection, Just Married, was published in 2013 (unbound CONTENT).
He has had more than 100 poems published and has also written a book of literary criticism, The Teenage Tarzan
(McFarland, 2010). See a full list of his publication credits at:
http://people.bridgewater.edu/~sgallowa/poetry.html.

New York Times best-selling author, KATHLEEN GRISSOM, is a Canadian who captured the cadences of
18th century Virginia in The Kitchen House. Kathleen and her husband Charles lived in a historic home in
Virginia, where she was inspired to write her novel after finding an old map in her home. Her agent sold the
book to Simon & Shuster. Through personal effort, word-of-mouth marketing and appealing to book clubs, the
novel spent 37 straight weeks on the NYT best-seller list. She is working on a sequel and a book about a Crow
woman who carried a Colt revolver on her belt and wasn’t afraid to use it.

AIMEE HUNT is the Associate Academic Curator at the Fralin Museum of Art, where she supervises K-12
educational programming. Prior to her time at the Museum she curated exhibitions, and planned education
programs and collaborative public art projects as the executive director of a non-profit community arts center.
Hunt has taught children and adults for over 20 years. She earned a BA in Human Ecology from the College of
the Atlantic, and is a candidate for a Masters of Art Education at Virginia Commonwealth University.

MATTHEW IDEN writes fantasy, science fiction, horror, thrillers, crime fiction, and contemporary literary
fiction with a psychological twist. He lives in Alexandria, Virginia…near enough to the woods to keep his sanity,
close enough to the Beltway to lose it. His Marty Singer detective series debuted with A Reason to Live and
continues with Blueblood and One Right Thing. Find Matthew on the web at http://matthew-iden.com, on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/matthew.iden, or his Amazon author page at www.amazon.com/MatthewIden/e/B00642SZQO/.

JANIS JAQUITH’s radio commentaries have been broadcast on NPR stations since 1997, during which time she
has been a sporadic national commentator for the PRI radio show Marketplace, and NPR's Day to Day. For six
years, she was a columnist for The Daily Progress. Her VPA award-winning column now appears in
Charlottesville’s newsweekly, The Hook. She is the author of Birdseed Cookies: A Fractured Memoir, a collection
of her radio essays.

GARY D. KESSLER is a former news agency managing editor, diplomat, newspaper columnist, and movie
consultant, and is currently a freelance book editor. He has edited over 160 books for mainstream publishers and is
the volume editor for three anthology series. Books in his own name include a novel, a short story collection, and a
coauthored guide on getting published (Finding Go! Matching Questions and Resources in Getting Published). He
also writes e-book-to-paperback novellas and novels under pen names, including Olivia Stowe and Gina Drew, and
hosts the www.editsbooks.com and www.publishingquestions.com (a Writer’s Digest 101 best site) Web sites.

The Ultimate Wizard fears no one, yet he's up against a slow-headed man and a blind female captain... Oops, we mean DAVE
KUZMINSKI is an author who created Preditors and Editors years ago to help other writers find worthy publishers, literary agents,
and editors among the many denizens inhabiting the writing world. Toward that goal, his success has easily eclipsed his writing
though he still believes he can write decent fiction. Still, his non-fiction listings in P&E are what many writers have written accolades
about and scammers have threatened to take him to court over. After all, the P&E web site has been recognized over and over again by
Writer's Digest and other sites of interest to writers because it dares to expose the scammers and the wannabe publishers, literary
agents, and editors who all seem to believe that publishing is a walk in the park and not the walk in the dark that they make it. His
fiction, by the way, is available at Double Dragon Publishing, Amazon, and Scribd. Some of his books are available in the Amazon
Kindle free lending program (including the one featuring the evil Ultimate Wizard).
LINDA M. LAYNE is a 27-year veteran of the publishing services industry. She’s the owner of Cedar Creek Publishing (founded in
2006), publisher of The Blue Ridge Anthology, Four Virginia Poets Laureate Anthology, and the forthcoming Virginia Literary
Journal. Previous business incarnations include Business Concepts & Design (advertising agency), James River Productions (event
planning & promotions), Virginia Farm Living magazine, and Cedar Creek Publishing Services. Until 2006, you might have spotted
her during the summers in Richmond or Charlottesville cleaning swimming pools and fountains to help finance and build her
businesses.
JIM MORRISON is author of the WWII history Bedford Goes to War, two editions of which he selfpublished with the help of a publisher in Lynchburg. The book was selected as a finalist for a People’s Choice
Award from 60 nonfiction books nominated for the 2005 Library of Virginia Literary Awards. He has done
over 100 presentations and signings and appeared on CSPAN’s Booknote TV. Retired from the Office of the
Secretary of Defense, he had two earlier books published by the National Defense University Press. He is a
member of the board and past-president of the VWC. A WWII novel is forthcoming.

JOHN MOST is a poet. He is the author of several books of poems, including Persephone, Atelier, and Field.
His work has appeared or is forthcoming in Jacket, Lungfull!, The Continental Review, Coconut, and Big
Bridge.

BECKY MUSHKO, retired teacher and 2006-07 writer-in-residence for Roanoke County Schools, currently
serves as literary coordinator for the Mountain Spirits Festival in Rocky Mount and is a board member for VWC
and the Franklin County Library. She has self-published a novel in both print & Kindle e-book, vanity-published
four collections, e-published two story collections, and small press-published two books. A three-time winner of
the Sherwood Anderson Short Story Contest, she is best known for her wins in the infamous Bulwer-Lytton Bad
Fiction Contest—“Worst Western” (1998) and “Vile Pun” (2008). She blogs at http://peevishpen.blogspot.com;
her website is http://www.beckymushko.com.

PIPER NICHOLE is the author of The Everything Homebuying Book, 3rd Edition(Adams Media, part of the bestselling
EverythingSeries), The For Sale by Owner Handbook (Career Press) and Buying a House on a Shoestring (Career Press). She
teaches workshops at the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts Studio School. She has been featured in the Chicago Tribune, CNBC, AOL
Real Estate, Wall Street Journal’s Real Estate Journal, ABC Radio, Yahoo! Finance, Washington Post’s Reader Express, The Boston
Globe, Bankrate.com, Cable Radio Network, USA Radio Network (syndicated to about 100 radio stations) and more!
www.pipernichole.com
DEBORAH PRUM is a frequent contributor of essays to NPR-member stations, anthologies, newspapers and
magazines. Her collection of humorous essays, First Kiss and Other Cautionary Tales will soon be available in print,
as an ebook and as an audiobook. She’s written about the craft of writing for both The Writer magazine and The
Writer’s Handbook. She’s written a book on the Renaissance called Rats, Bulls, and Flying Machines. Her fiction has
appeared in The Virginia Quarterly Review and in many other journals. She’s won five awards for her fiction. She’s
given writing workshops and has taught at WriterHouse.

A self-proclaimed bookworm, CHERIE REICH is a writer, freelance editor, book blogger, and library assistant
living in Virginia. Her short stories have appeared in magazines and anthologies, and her e-books include the
horror series Nightmare, a space fantasy trilogy titled Gravity, and the fantasy series The Foxwick Chronicles. She
is Vice President of Valley Writers and a member of the Virginia Writers Club and Untethered Realms. For more
information, please visit her website at http://cheriereich.webs.com.

SARA ROBINSON published her first book, a memoir, Love Always, Hobby and Jessie, in 2009. Her first book
of poems, Two Little Girls in a Wading Pool, was published in 2012. Her poems have recently appeared in The
Blue Ridge Anthology 2013 and in Piedmont Virginian. Her poem, “Small Hotel by a Sea,” won 2nd prize in the
2013 Brodie Herndon Memorial(Poetry Society of Virgina). Her poetry book, Stones for Words, will be released
in 2014. She teaches in the UVA/OLLI program.

CASSANDRA STISH is an enthusiastic small-business advocate, combining extensive experience in internet
marketing & advertising, non-profit administration, public policy and entrepreneurship, she offers real solutions
to the challenges small businesses are facing. Cassandra’s background in strategic planning, advertising,
marketing and executive-level leadership all come together to make her a great repository of support and
innovation. She owns SignalOne Solutions, LLC, an integrative search marketing and website development
company. Cassandra is serving her first term on the Buckingham County Board of Supervisors. She is a wife
and mother of three active boys and living in the central Virginia woodlands.

Publisher's Weekly has featured ANDY STRAKA as one of a new crop of "rising stars in crime fiction."
He writes the bestselling Frank Pavlicek mysteries and is the author of two widely-praised thrillers,
RECORD OF WRONGS and THE BLUE HALLELUJAH.
A licensed falconer, Andy lives in Virginia where he hunts, hikes, and rails against the powers that
be. Also an admitted technogeek, he opens a new series in 2013 with the publication of the near-future
Science-Fiction thriller DRAGONFLIES: SHADOW OF DRONES. Look for the next Frank Pavlicek
novel THE K STREET HUNTING SOCIETY coming in March 2014. www.andystraka.com.

JACK TRAMMELL was born in Berea, Kentucky, and is descended from generations of Appalachian farmers
who migrated from Normandy through England and Virginia. He is a disability rights advocate, professor,
researcher and writer, as well as a small family farmer currently residing in central Virginia with his wife,
Audrie, and children. He has more than twenty-two books to his credit, ranging from textbooks for students in
gifted programs (math and history) to award-winning Appalachian writing (Jesse Stuart poetry award, etc.). His
published credits include research articles in education and sociology journals (related to disability studies), as
well as hundreds of articles, short stories and poems. For almost seven years, he wrote a regular military history
column for the Washington Times. His education includes a BA in political science at Grove City College, a
master’s degree in history education at Virginia Commonwealth University, a special education certificate from
the University of Virginia and a PhD again from VCU. Recently, he was a visiting scholar at the DuPontfunded Summer Seminar at the National Center for the Humanities. His current projects include a new Civil
War novel, a scholarly book on the history of disability in America with publisher Lynne-Reiner, and finishing several scholarly
research projects related to disability.

LESLIE TRUEX is an accidental writer, who started writing online in 1998 to share her experiences in working at
home at WorkAtHomeSuccess.com. She is the author of The Work-At-Home Success Bible and Jobs Online: How
To Find and Get Hired to a Work-At-Home Job. She freelance writes for online media, owns several blogs, as well
as blogs for Working Mother Magazine. When she’s not writing non-fiction, she adopts a pen name to write fiction
and recently she reached the quarter-finals in Amazon’s Breakthrough Novel Award. She is a speaker covering
topics related to working at home, Internet marketing, and e-publishing.
DIANA WILLIAMS is a visual and written communicator. Whatever the story, she'll find a way to deliver it
in an engaging way. Currently at the University of Virginia in the Office of Community Relations, Diana
writes, codes, tweets and posts, and not necessarily in that order. In other words, she manages four websites,
along with social media, and completes whatever else is thrown her way. Diana has been married for 17 years
to the same man! She and this lucky man have two incredible teenage boys. When she's not bragging about her
family or taking classes for her Master's in Interactive Journalism at American University, she enjoys curling
up with a good book.
LESLEY WHEELER is the author of three books of poetry: The Receptionist and Other Tales (2012), a
Tiptree Award Honor Book; Heterotopia (2010), winner of the Barrow Street Press Poetry Prize; and Heathen
(2009). Other works include the co-edited anthology Letters to the World: Poems from the Wom-Po Listserv
(2008) and Voicing American Poetry: Sound and Performance from the 1920s to the Present (2008).
Wheeler's grants and prizes include fellowships from the Virginia Center for the Creative Arts, The Fulbright
Foundation, and the National Endowment for the Humanities; she received an Outstanding Faculty Award
from the State Council of Higher Education in Virginia in 2012. Her poems appear in Prairie Schooner,
Rattle, Slate, Poetry, and other magazines. She is the Henry S. Fox Professor of English at Washington and
Lee University in Lexington, Virginia.

